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SOFT TOUCHES
Garments galore among items available  

at craft show. Page A4

Annual Keller Williams

Open House!!
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@ Friendship Hall at the MONTROSE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 

SEE PAGE 2 FOR MORE INFORMATION!
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Friday, Nov. 13, 2015

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 14, 2015

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

‘Mary 
Poppins’ 
buoys
audience

BY PAUL WAHL

MONTROSE PRESS MANAGING EDITOR

The air was filled with magic, mystery and 
merriment Friday when the Magic Circle 
Players production of  “Mary Poppins” opened 
at the theatre on South 12th Street.

More than 40 cast members under the di-
rection of  Tom 
Chamberlain 
brought the whim-
sical story of  the beloved nanny to life. The 
stage version differs from the movie version in 
a number of  aspects.

The basic storyline, however, is unchanged. 
The Banks family is falling apart due to a work-
aholic father and someone has to step up. The 
script 
with the 
additions 
is much 
better un-
derstood 
by those 
who have 
seen 
“Saving 
Mr. 
Banks,” 
a mov-
ie that 
provides 
insights 
into the 
mind of  
P.L. Travers, the original author of  the Mary 
Poppins saga.

Mitch Hamilton and Bethany Ward, who take 
the lead roles as Bert and Mary in the produc-
tion, gave a performance that was breathtaking 
at times.

Ward spends nearly the entire three hours of  
the production onstage and has hundreds of  
lines of  dialogue, all of  which she accomplished 
spit spot.

Ward bears a striking resemblance to Julie 
Andrews, the female lead in the movie version, 
and sings nearly as well.

Hamilton, in his first time to tread the boards 

11 gallons and counting for donor

BY RICHARD REEDER

DAILY PRESS NEWS EDITOR

After 40 years of  donating blood, 
one Montrose man recently passed 
a milestone not many people reach.

Avery Campbell’s latest donation 
pushed him to 11 gallons of  blood 
donated to Montrose Memorial 
Hospital.

“I was thinking about it, and 
that’s 88 pints of  blood, it’s real-
ly amazing for that to happen,” 
he said. “I started donating blood 
when I was in the Navy from 1964-
68, then I started donating when I 
came back to Colorado.”

Campbell is proud of  his accom-
plishment, but says his total might 
be higher than the 11 gallons re-
corded during the regular giving 
sessions.

“I have been called a few times, 
and I have gone down and donated 

Magic Circle Players’ show 
is ‘supercalifragilistic – ’  
and  ‘ – expialidocious’ 

Punching ticket for state

Theater review

Bethany Ward plays “Mary Poppins,” 
which will be presented Friday and 
Saturday evenings through Nov. 28 
and Sunday afternoons through Nov. 
22 at Magic Circle Theater. (Paul Wahl/
Montrose Press) 

See POPPINS, page A3

Broadband Internet is on its way to Montrose

VIRGIL TURNER

This week we offer another installment 
of  an occasional series of  questions and 
answer interviews with people making a 
difference in Montrose. John D. Malloy is 
parks and special projects superintendent 
for the City of  Montrose. Virgil Turner 
is director of  innovation and citizen en-
gagement for Montrose. 

We heard the word “broadband” a 
lot, what exactly is broadband and 
why is it important?

There are certainly many definitions 
of  broadband, but for me it is described 
as high-speed Internet access, which is 
always on and much faster than tradi-
tional access through dial-up connec-
tions. The FCC has recently defined 
minimum speeds for broadband as 25 
megabits per second (Mbps) download 
and 4 Mbps upload speeds. While some 
providers advertise speeds exceeding 
this level, we hear from many in our 
community of  the lack of  availability 
of  this level of  service.

Many people are moving to receiving 

their entertain-
ment by stream-
ing content over 
their Internet con-
nection. In many 
households this 
could mean mul-
tiple streaming 
sessions are oc-
curring concur-
rently. To stream a movie in HD you 
need 5 Mbps. New televisions are on the 
market that can display at the 4k reso-
lution, which will require at least 25 
Mbps. It will take several years before 
these 4k units are commonplace, but it 
is coming.

Businesses are limited by the same 
lack of  available bandwidth, and this 
becomes a real limiting factor on how 
they operate. Teleconferencing is a 
strategy that can reduce travel ex-
penses and provides a great competi-
tive advantage. This requires adequate 
broadband to take advantage of  this 
technology.

Why is the city in-
volved in broadband? 
Isn’t service already 
available through the 
private sector?

In 2012 after hearing 
from many constituents, 
the City Council adopt-
ed a goal to “increase 
availability and pub-
lic access to high speed 
broadband Internet.” 
The Council had heard 
from those in business 
as well as residents 
of  limited availabil-
ity and the challenges 
this caused for them. 
Economic development 
prospects were express-
ing concerns over our limited availabil-
ity of  broadband. Some businesses were 
saying the situation was to the point 
they may have to move operations to an 
area with adequate broadband.

When we approached our incumbent 

providers about in-
creasing investment 
in Montrose, their re-
sponse generally was 
they were adequately 
serving Montrose and 
there was not a suffi-
cient return on invest-
ment to warrant in-
creased improvements 
here.

Does the city have 
authorization from 
residents to pursue 
this initiative?

Yes, in April 2012 vot-
ers approved an exemp-
tion of  SB-152 (a state 
law prohibiting munici-

palities any type of  involvement for the 
provision of  broadband services). At 
this time a charter provision was also 
approved authorizing the City to provide 

See BROADBAND, page A8

Navy veteran has given 
blood  for 40 years

Avery 
Campbell 
reached 
the 
11-gallon 
level — 88 
pints, he 
figures 
— of 
donations 
to 
Montrose 
Memorial 
Hospital. 
(Submitted 
photo)

See BLOOD, page A4

Katie 
Casebier 
gives a fist-
pump while 
Mackenzie 
Chappell 
lets out an 
exultant yell 
Saturday 
after 
Montrose 
High School 
scores again 
during the 
Region 5-4A 
volleyball 
tournament 
in the 
Montrose 
gym. The 
host Indians 
earned a trip 
to the Class 
4A State 
Tournament 
in Denver. 
For more on 
the Indians’ 
tournament 
victory, see 
Sports page 
A15. (Dan 
Hoehne/Daily 
Press)

blood when there has been an 
emergency,” he said. “Those dona-
tions aren’t recorded with my reg-
ular visits, so my total is probably 
higher.”

Campbell was born in Naturita 
and attended school in Montrose. 
He joined the Navy out of  high 

school.
“I have been around the world 

a couple times through my Navy 
career,” he said. “ I went to 
Barcelona and Naples and some 
places in the Caribbean and Gulf  
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monday evening
 CH SP DN DTV 11/9/15 6 p.m. 6:30 7 p.m. 7:30 8 p.m. 8:30 9 p.m. 9:30 10 p.m. 10:30 11 p.m. 11:30

 # *     CBS
News Channel 5 
(N) (cc)

Extra (N)  (cc) Supergirl “Fight or Flight” An enemy of 
Superman targets Supergirl. (N) 

Scorpion “Area 51” Locating a secret 
aircraft in Area 51. (N)  (cc)

(8:59) NCIS: Los Angeles Kensi and 
Deeks pose as cult members. (N) 

News Channel 5 
(N) (cc)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert (N) 

Late Late Show/
James Corden

 & &     PBS
PBS NewsHour (N)  (cc) Antiques Roadshow “Tulsa” An 1826 

English gadget cane. (cc)
Antiques Roadshow A 1925 San 
Francisco pictorial map. (N) (cc)

Independent Lens “Stray Dog” (Season Premiere) A Vietnam 
veteran’s combat experience. (N)  (cc)

BBC World News  
(cc)

Charlie Rose (N)  (cc)

 _ , 4   FOX
Mike & Molly  (cc) Fox 4 News at 

6:30p (N) (cc)
Gotham Galavan asks Barbara to go after 
Jim. (N)  (cc) (DVS)

Bones “The 200th in the 10th” In the 1950s, 
Brennan is a detective.  (PA)

First News at 
Nine (N) (cc)

Fox 31 News at Nine O’Clock (N) Modern Fam-
ily  (cc)

Modern Fam-
ily  (cc)

How I Met Your 
Mother  (cc)

 ) + 11   NBC
KKCO 11 News 
at 6:00 (N)

Wheel of Fortune 
“Veterans Week”

The Voice “The Live Playoffs, Night 1” The artists perform for the coaches. (N Same-day 
Tape)  (cc)

Blindspot “Persecute Envoys” Mayfair 
opens up to Weller. (N)  (cc)

KKCO 11 News 
at 10 (N) (cc)

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon (N)  (cc)

(:37) Late Night 
With Seth Meyers

 * ( 8   ABC
Inside Edition 
(N)  (cc)

Entertainment 
Tonight (N)  (cc)

Dancing With the Stars (N Same-day Tape)  (cc) (:01) Castle “Cool Boys” Detective Slaugh-
ter seeks Castle’s help. (N) 

KJCT NEWS 8 at 
10 (N)  (cc)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live “Shark Tank.” 
(N)  (cc)

(:37) Nightline 
(N) (cc)

 `       CW
Family Guy “Ency-
clopedia Griffin”

Family Guy “Chris 
Cross”  (cc)

Crazy Ex-Girlfriend Greg calls Rebecca a 
terrible person. (N)  (cc)

Jane the Virgin Jane feels ready to make 
a decision. (N)  (cc)

Seinfeld “The 
Slicer”  (cc)

Seinfeld “The 
Boyfriend” (cc)

Cougar Town 
“Refugee” (cc)

Cougar Town  (cc) Raising Hope  (cc) Community  (cc)

   ^ 235   CW
The Big Bang 
Theory  (cc)

The Big Bang 
Theory  (cc)

Channel 2 News at 7pm (N)  (cc) Crazy Ex-Girlfriend Greg calls Rebecca a 
terrible person. (N)  (cc)

Jane the Virgin Jane feels ready to make 
a decision. (N)  (cc)

Two and a Half 
Men  (cc)

Two and a Half 
Men  (cc)

Modern Fam-
ily  (cc)

Modern Fam-
ily  (cc)

basic cable channels

 ¨ ` 182 278 DSC Street Outlaws: Full Throttle (N) Street Outlaws The 405 is called out. (:01) Vegas Rat Rods “Franken Rod” (:02) Street Outlaws “Import This!” (:03) Street Outlaws  (cc) (:04) Street Outlaws  (cc)

 1 0 139 247 TBS
Family Guy “This 
Little Piggy” 

Family Guy  (cc) 
(DVS)

American Dad 
“Daddy Queerest”

American Dad 
Guys’ night out.

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

Conan Antonio Banderas; Charlyne Yi. 
(N) (cc)

2 Broke Girls  (cc) Conan Antonio Banderas; Charlyne Yi. (cc) Cougar Town  (cc)

 ≠ > 108 252 LIFE
Women of Honor With Michelle 
Obama and Jill Biden (N) (cc)

››› Hitch (2005, Romance-Comedy) Will Smith, Eva Mendes, Kevin James. A smooth-talker helps a shy accountant woo an heiress. (cc) (:02) Women of Honor With Michelle 
Obama and Jill Biden (cc)

(:02) ››› Hitch (2005, Romance-Comedy) 
Will Smith, Eva Mendes. (cc)

 A . 241 241 SPIKE Cops  (cc) Cops  (cc) Cops  (cc) Cops  (cc) Cops  (cc) Cops  (cc) Cops  (cc) Cops  (cc) Jail  (cc) Jail  (cc) Jail  (cc) Jail  (cc)

 8 B 131 254 AMC
››› The Matrix (1999, Science Fiction) Keanu Reeves, Laurence Fishburne, Carrie-Anne Moss. A computer hacker learns his world is a 
computer simulation. (cc)

››› The Raid: Redemption (2011, Action) Iko Uwais, Joe Taslim, Doni Alamsyah. Premiere. Police wage a 
firefight with a drug lord’s men.

The Man From 
Nowhere (2010)

 9 8 105 242 USA
WWE Monday Night RAW Bray Waytt continues to taunt the Undertaker and Kane. (N)  (Live) (cc) (:05) Modern 

Family  (cc)
(:35) Modern 
Family  (cc)

(:05) ››› Skyfall (2012, Action) Daniel Craig, Judi Dench, Javier Bardem. James Bond 
must track down and destroy a threat to MI6. (cc)

 : D 136 248 FXP
› After Earth (2013, Science Fiction) Jaden Smith, Will Smith, Sophie Okonedo. A boy 
traverses hostile terrain to recover a rescue beacon.

›› Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Vin Diesel, Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson. Hobbs offers Dom and crew a full pardon for their help. Fargo “The Gift of the Magi” Charlie tries to 
prove himself. (N)

 ; = 170 299 NICK iCarly iCarly Full House (cc) Full House (cc) Full House (cc) Full House (cc) Friends  (cc) Friends  (cc) Friends  (cc) (:33) Friends Fresh Prince Fresh Prince

 < U 176 296 TOON Adventure Time Regular Show (N) King of the Hill Cleveland Show Rick and Morty American Dad Family Guy (cc) Family Guy (cc) Robot Chicken Aqua Teen Superjail Rick and Morty

 = # 180 311 ABCFAM
Reba Barbra Jean’s 
new figure.

Reba “Just Business”  
(cc)

›› Varsity Blues (1999, Comedy-Drama) James Van Der Beek, Jon Voight, Paul Walker. 
A second-string quarterback is propelled to sudden glory.

(:15) ››› Steel Magnolias (1989, Comedy-Drama) Sally Field, Dolly Parton, Shirley MacLaine. Six iron-willed women gather at a 
Louisiana beauty parlor.

 @ A 118 265 A&E
My Haunted House A woman opens a 
dress shop.  (cc)

My Haunted House Two brothers 
discover a secret.  (cc)

Cursed: The Bell Witch Suspicion falls on 
John Bell’s daughter. (N) (cc)

(:02) My Haunted House A woman 
relives the history of a cabin.  (cc)

(:01) My Haunted House A woman 
opens a dress shop.  (cc)

(:01) My Haunted House Two brothers 
discover a secret.  (cc)

 B : 140 206 ESPN (:10) NFL Football Chicago Bears at San Diego Chargers. (N Subject to Blackout) (Live) (:20) SportsCenter (N) (Live) (cc) NFL PrimeTime (cc)
 C ; 144 209 ESPN2 2015 World Series of Poker Final Table. From Las Vegas. (N) (Live) 2015 World Series of Poker Final Table. From Las Vegas. SportsCenter (N) (Live) (cc)
 D ∞ 200 202 CNN Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (cc) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (cc) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (cc) CNN Newsroom Live (N) CNN Newsroom Live (N)
 E L 172 291 DISP Liv and Maddie Liv and Maddie Girl Meets World Girl Meets World K.C. Undercover Liv and Maddie Invisible Sister (2015) Rowan Blanchard.  ‘NR’ (cc) Girl Meets World Austin & Ally Best Friends

 F O 205 360 FNC The O’Reilly Factor (N) (cc) The Kelly File (N) Hannity (N) The O’Reilly Factor (cc) The Kelly File Hannity

 H @     ROOT World Poker College Football Southern Utah at Montana State. From Bobcat Stadium in Bozeman, Mont. The Dan Patrick Show College Football Utah at Washington.

 J 1 138 245 TNT
Major Crimes “Four of a Kind” Four 
wealthy people are left for dead.

Major Crimes “Blackout” A man wants to 
withdraw his confession. (N)

Legends “The Legend of Kate Crawford” 
Dmitry is on a mission. (N)

(:01) Major Crimes “Blackout” A man 
wants to withdraw his confession.

(:01) Legends “The Legend of Kate Craw-
ford” Dmitry is on a mission.

(:02) Law & Order “Boy on Fire” A 
student’s burning body is found. 

 L   107 249 COM (5:48) Futurama (:18) Futurama (6:49) Futurama (:22) Futurama (7:54) South Park (:26) South Park (8:58) South Park South Park The boys cross into a new dimension. (cc) Archer (cc) Archer (cc)
 M 9 122 244 SYFY (4:00) ››› Live Free or Die Hard ›› Aeon Flux (2005, Science Fiction) Charlize Theron, Marton Csokas. (cc) ›› The Mortal Instruments: City of Bones (2013, Fantasy) Lily Collins, Jamie Campbell Bower. (cc)
 P E 120 269 HIST Bigfoot: The Definitive Guide (cc) Bigfoot Captured Evidence of Bigfoot’s existence. (N)  (cc) (:03) Bigfoot: The Definitive Guide (:01) Bigfoot: The Definitive Guide (:01) Bigfoot Captured  (cc)
 Q T 183 280 TLC Hoarding: Buried Alive  (cc) Hoarding: Buried Alive  (cc) Hoarding: Buried Alive  (cc) Hoarding: Buried Alive  (cc) Hoarding: Buried Alive  (cc) Hoarding: Buried Alive  (cc)
 R M 184 282 ANPL To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced

 S Y 110 231 FOOD Chopped (N) Cake Wars (Season Premiere) (N) Cake Wars “The Simpsons” Cake Wars “Nintendo” Cake Wars (Part 1 of 6) Cake Wars “The Simpsons”
 T [ 196 277 TRAVEL Bizarre Foods America (cc) Bizarre Foods With Andrew Zimmern American Heroes Delicious Mysteries at the Museum (cc) Bizarre Foods With Andrew Zimmern American Heroes Delicious

 V   106 304 TVLAND The Facts of Life The Facts of Life Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens Old Christine Old Christine

 W V 132 256 TCM
››› Gypsy (1962, Musical) Rosalind Russell, Natalie Wood, Karl Malden. A musical biography of famed strip-
per Gypsy Rose Lee. (cc)

››› Limelight (1952, Comedy-Drama) Charles Chaplin, Claire Bloom, Sydney Chaplin. 
An aging vaudevillian saves a young ballerina from suicide. (cc)

››› Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (1953, Musical Comedy) Jane 
Russell, Marilyn Monroe. (cc)

 X 3 185 312 HALL
››› Debbie Macomber’s Mrs. Miracle (2009, Drama) James Van Der Beek, Erin 
Karpluk. A single man hires a nanny for his 6-year-old twins.

Debbie Macomber’s Call Me Mrs. Miracle (2010, Drama) Doris Roberts, Eric 
Johnson, Jewel Staite. A new employee saves a store in trouble at Christmas.

Snow Bride (2013, Drama) Katrina Law, Jordan Belfi, Susie Abromeit. A tabloid reporter 
falls for a politician’s son.

premium cable channels

 (318) 4 303 504 HBOP
(5:30) › Norbit (2007, Comedy) Eddie 
Murphy.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

Last Week 
Tonight-John

(:45) Whoopi Goldberg Presents Moms Mabley (2013) 
The life and work of stand-up comic Moms Mabley. ‘NR’ (cc)

››› Dawn of the Planet of the Apes (2014) Andy Serkis. Humans and genetically 
evolved apes battle for supremacy.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

(:15) The Leftovers “Lens” Nora is ir-
ritated by visitors.  (cc)

 (349) 6 311 516 MAXP
(5:45) ›› Deep Blue Sea (1999) Thomas Jane. Smart sharks 
turn a research lab’s staff into fish food. ‘R’ (cc)

›› Into the Storm (2014) Richard Armitage. Storm-chasers track 
a series of deadly tornadoes. ‘PG-13’ (cc)

The Knick “Wonderful Surprises” Edwards 
comes clean to Opal.  (cc)

› Queen of the Damned (2002) Stuart Townsend. Lestat’s rock 
music awakens the queen of all vampires. ‘R’

(:45) The Knick  
(cc)

 (379) 2 318 545 SHOW
Homeland “Parabiosis” Saul orders a 
sweep.  (cc)

The Affair Helen makes a decision. Homeland “Parabiosis” Saul orders a 
sweep.  (cc)

The Affair Helen makes a decision. ›› Frank Miller’s Sin City: A Dame to Kill For (2014, 
Action) Mickey Rourke, Jessica Alba.  ‘R’ (cc)

(:45) ›› Ask the 
Dust (2006)  ‘R’

 (421) 5 351 528 STZP
(5:55) ›› The Beach (2000, Drama) Leonardo DiCaprio, Tilda Swinton. iTV. An aimless 
traveler journeys to a secret island utopia.  ‘R’ (cc)

Flesh and Bone “Bulling Through” A 
troubled ballet dancer starts anew. 

(:10) ››› Fury (2014, War) Brad Pitt, Shia LaBeouf, Logan Lerman. iTV. A sergeant takes his men on a mission 
behind enemy lines.  ‘R’ (cc)

›› Army of Dark-
ness (1992)

 (445) / 341 535 ENCM
››› Gattaca (1997, Science Fiction) Ethan Hawke, Uma Thurman, Jude Law. iTV. An 
outsider poses as a genetically superior citizen.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

(7:50) ››› Executive Decision (1996, Action) Kurt Russell, Halle Berry. iTV. A team of 
special agents must reclaim a hijacked airliner.  ‘R’ (cc)

(:05) ›› The Equalizer (2014, Action) Denzel Washington, Marton Csokas. iTV. A 
former commando champions the helpless.  ‘R’ (cc)

CH=Charter SP=Spring Creek DN=Dish Network DTV=DirecTV

XNLV238371

connectforhealthco.com

NEED HEALTH INSURANCE?

OPEN ENROLLMENT IS  

NOVEMBER 1ST - JANUARY 31ST

New assistance locations are now open in 

Montrose and Delta! Call (970) 252-0660 

for your FREE appointment today!
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SHOE FIT CO.

Since 1911

Where Quality Fits

MON-FRI 9A-6P | SAT 9A-5:30P

427 E Main | 249-6101
Downtown Montrose

DON’T FORGET OUR BACKROOM BARGAINS!

FREE GAIT ANALYSIS

FOR RUNNERS!

Come See

US FOR
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(970) 249-8074
716 N TOWNSEND AVE., MONTROSE

(970) 874-4483
841 MAIN ST., DELTA

NAPA AUTO PARTS
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • A.S.E. CERTIFIED PERSONNEL

Right Price
The right parts at the

Mon-Fri: 7:30am-5:30pm

Sat: 8:00am-5:00pm

Sun: 9:00am-3:00pm

Mon-Fri: 7:30am-5:30pm

Sat: 8:00am-4:00pm

Sun: Closed

We accept Fleet charge cards (Wright, Voyager, Express)

 NAPA 
 KNOW 
HOW

Let NAPA help you conquer the job!

MENTION OUR AD FOR EXTRA 
DISCOUNT!

Gift Cards

 & Auto 

Accessories 

make great 

gifts! • Groceries 
• Fresh Produce 

• Household Goods

Fresh Meat Market 
Open to the Public!

Hours:  Mon - Sat 9am-9pm • Sun  9am - 8pm

(970) 240-5908
347 N. 1st St. • Montrose
(on the corner of N. 1st and Cascade)

Stop in for your chance to 
WIN A THANKSGIVING TURKEY

with any purchase!
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Independent Practitioners
543 S. Second

Montrose, CO

PAM SCHOFIELD, MA, LPC

Life Transitions:
Coaching, Counseling

970-252-0911
www.lifetransitionscoachpam.com

ADAM RENFROW, MA, LPC

Licensed Professional Counselor

970-901-HOPE 

communication utility services, if  
desired.

How far along are we in the 
broadband process?

A critical issue in our path to 
make a difference in assuring af-
fordable and accessible broadband 
to Montrose has been to disrupt the 
wholesale market in our region. A 
large component of  the commod-
ity price for Internet is “transport 
fees.” These are fees which are paid 
to the owners of  the infrastruc-
ture, which connects Montrose to 
points of  presence for the Internet 
(Denver and Albuquerque for 
example). 

Working with owners of  these 
networks, the Region 10 Broadband 
Project has a plan to enter into 
long-term leases with fiber owners 
and then to transport the Internet 
over these lines, eliminating the 
transport fees. 

This will bring down the whole-
sale cost from $30 to $50 per mega-
bit per month to under $3 per 
megabit per month. This radically 
disrupts the market and will benefit 
all users in both public and private 
sectors. It levels the playing field 
between the large urban area and 
rural Montrose and Delta counties. 
We are just beginning our imple-
mentation of  this project and ex-
pect completion of  Phase I in the 
next two years.

With the wholesale pricing di-
lemma resolved, our next focus is 
to develop a strategic plan to bring 
abundant and affordable broadband 
to our residents and businesses in 
Montrose. The City Council on Nov. 
3 approved entering into an agree-
ment with NeoFiber to help us pre-
pare this strategic plan and finan-
cial model to achieve this goal.

Montrose is looking to spend 
$300,000 on broadband next 
year, what exactly is that money 
going to buy?

The $300,000 in the proposed 
2016 budget is to begin building 
a municipal fiber-optic network 

connecting up to 31 communi-
ty anchor institutions (CAI) in 
Montrose. These CAIs are public 
and nonprofit facilities providing 
core public benefits to the com-
munity. This project will continue 
into 2017 with an expected cost of  
$450,000. The city funding is being 
matched by the State of  Colorado 
Department of  Local Affairs with 
$750,000 in grant money.

What is the nature of  the 
city’s relationship with Region 
10 when it comes to broadband?

We are one of  the Region 10 lo-
cal governments committed to 
working together to solve the 
lack of  available and affordable 
Internet for our region. The city of  
Montrose has a staff  representative 
on the steering committee, which 
is guiding this effort. We are very 
pleased with the collaboration. 

We’ve also heard the phrase 
“Next Century Cities.” Can you 
tell us more about that? Also 
“Gigabit City?”

The city of  Montrose has been 
recognized nationally as a com-
munity focused on finding solu-
tions to inadequate Internet ser-
vice. A national nonprofit called 
Next Century Cities was formed 
in late 2014, and Montrose was in-
vited to become one of  31 inaugu-
ral members, among the likes of  
Chattanooga, Tenn.; Layfayette, 
La.; and Santa Monica, Calif. The 
organization provides support and 
collaboration for communities like 
Montrose in addressing this issue. 
Next Century Cities has grown to 
more than 100 cities at this point 
and was recognized by President 
Obama in a speech this spring re-
garding a need for improvements to 
broadband in Cedar Falls, Iowa.

Gigabit City is a term that de-
scribes a goal of  making 1 Gbps 
commonly available in a commu-
nity. This is an objective of  ours, 
and we recently have deployed this 
level of  service to city buildings 
and the Proximity Space on Main 
Street. In preparing our strategic 
plan, we will strive to develop a 
plan to make this level of  service 

available to our community on a 
large scale and at an affordable 
cost.

Why is this initiative impor-
tant to someone who is elderly 
or retired, perhaps doesn’t own 
a computer or uses Internet 
only to surf  the web?

This effort will have widespread 
economic benefits for our commu-
nity. Cities, as mentioned above, 
that have gone before us have real-
ized these benefits, which certain-
ly have spilled over to the entire 
community. I ask those who per-
haps do not see a personal need for 
improvements that will come from 
this initiative if  they would be in-
terested in building a Montrose in 
which their children and grand-
children are able to live and pros-
per. For me, failing to solve this 
issue as a community, is not an 
option.

How would this initiative ben-
efit the education system in 
Montrose?

Access to broadband for students 
in becoming a necessity, if  it not 
already. In many school districts 
across the country we are seeing 
the instruction model flipped to 
where students watch lectures on-
line at home and complete their 
“homework” at school where they 
receive assistance from their 
teacher. 

Curriculum and reference mate-
rials are shifting to digital formats. 
Testing occurs online in many cas-
es. Without access to broadband 
in the home, students are at a real 
disadvantage. This is one of  the 
big drivers for Montrose in ensur-
ing we are prepared for this shift. 
We feel ubiquitous and afford-
able access is a requirement in our 
initiative.

Virgil Turner is director of  inno-
vation and citizen engagement for 
Montrose. He has served the City 
of  Montrose and its residents for 27 
years, having been appointed as the 
administrative services director in 
2005 and serving as the director of  
innovation and citizen engagement 
for the past two years. 
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